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The Black Riders And Other Lines
XL

Stephen Crane

And you love me

I'love you.

You are, then, cold coward.

Aye; but, beloved,

When [ strive to come to you,
Man's opinions, a thousand thickets,
My interwoven existence,

My life, Caught in the stubble of the world
Like a tender veil-

This stays me.

No strange move can I make
Without noise of tearing, I dare not.
If love loves,

There is no world, Nor word.

All is lost

Save thought of love

And place to dream.

You love me?

I'love you.

You are, then, cold coward.

Aye; but, beloved-
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
X

Stephen Crane

Should the wide world roll away,
Leaving black terror,

Limitless night,

Nor God, nor man, nor place to stand
Would be to me essential,

If thou and thy white arms were there,
And the fall to doom a long way.
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
XLI

Stephen Crane

Love walked alone.

The rocks cut her tender feet,

And the brambles tore her fair limbs.
There came a companion to her,

But, alas, he was no help,

For his name was heart's pain.
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
XLVI
Stephen Crane

Many red devils ran from my heart
And out upon the page,

They were so tiny

The pen could mash them.

And many struggled in the ink.

It was strange

To write in this red muck

Of things from my heart.
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
XXV
Stephen Crane

Behold, the grave of a wicked man,
And near it, a stern spirit.

There came a drooping maid with violets,
But the spirit grasped her arm.

"No flowers for him," he said.

The maid wept:

"Ah, I loved him."

But the spirit, grim and frowning;:
"No flowers for him."

Now, this is it-

If the spirit was just,

Why did the maid weep?
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
VIII
Stephen Crane

Ilooked here;

Ilooked there;

Nowhere could I see my love.
And-this time-

She was in my heart.

Truly, then, I have no complaint,

For though she be fair and fairer,

She is none so fair as she In my heart.
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The Black Riders And Other Lines
XXXIX
Stephen Crane

The livid lightnings flashed in the clouds;
The leaden thunders crashed.

A worshipper raised his arm.
"Hearken! Hearken! The voice of God!"
"Not so," said a man.

"The voice of God whispers in the heart
So softly

That the soul pauses,

Making no noise,

And strives for these melodies,

Distant, sighing, like faintest breath,
And all the being is still to hear."
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Stephen Crane

Once there came a man

Who said,

"Range me all men of the world in rows."
And instantly

There was terrific clamour among the people
Against being ranged in rows.

There was a loud quarrel, world-wide.

It endured for ages;

And blood was shed

By those who would not stand in rows,

And by those who pined to stand in rows.
Eventually, the man went to death, weeping.
And those who staid in bloody scuffle

Knew not the great simplicity.
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