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VOLUME VI

RICE INSTITUTE, HOUSTON, TEXAS, FEBRUARY 11, 1921

TAGORE SPEAKS
HERE FEB. 13TH

Considered Genius of Age, at
Auditorium Sunday.

By Mrs. Laura Wood.
The fact that Tagore will appeay in
Houston at the ity Auaditorium, San
day afternoon, Febhraary 13, at

o'cloek, has awakened much intervest

Jin the great mean,. in his race and no-
tionality, in his writings und his pub
lic work.

Rabindranath Tagore was born i
'Caleatta, Indin, in 1861 His rathe
him=a¢lr a greatr spivitual leader, wias
the son of a maharaja in a rfamily dis
tinguished throughout India for many
centuries, He ds an Arvryan of Aryans
not a drop orf bhlood of the yellow o
brown races flows in his veins. 1t is
sometimes necessars Tt remind the
American that the Hindu is just as
much of a white man us he is The
Hindu., though an earlier sub-race, i=
purely Aryan, showing pure Aryan
features ol the most clear-cut and
fined type, the burnette complexion
being the rosalt of many centuries or
lite

in the tropices.

Hdealistic

, of

fand younger brothers.
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versatility
him an
world roday
af excellenoe
taeennt literatare
short stories
his oredit
Lowing creative
orisinulity "He is
he combines in
i Kast and the

or Tagore «
outstanding fig
e has reach
in every de-

poetry., drama:a
and novels. Pl
OV el Loo vorlune:
genius and great
remarvkable in that
himseaelr the 1raits
West in a supoei
Bres He I8 a contemplative phil
osopher, a mystic poet, and yet he is
a man who can do things, an organizet
who can make his dreams come true
He has demonstrated his practical
ability in his success an educator,
a social and political reformer, “and
lecturer.

failt oy

=

Principal Works.
receiving the Nobel prize for
literature in 1913, Tagore
has guined an unprecedented interna-
tional reputation as a poet and a man
of letters, causing a great demand for
his works in English translation. His
best known works are: “Gitanjali,”
(Song Offerings), “Sadhana, the Real-
fzation of Life.,” ““Sacrifice,.” “The
Postorrice,” "“The Gardener,” “Stray
Birds,” “Fruit Gathering,” “The Hun
gry Stones.” “Chitra.,” and “The King
the Dark Chamber.”

Tagore’s ldeal School.

In 1902 Tagore founded an open-air
school on his estate, Shanti-Niketan
(Abode of Peace): there were only
three or four children, his own young
son being among the first students.
‘There are now over 200 students and
more than 20 teachers.

“l decided to found a school,”
Tagore, “where the students could
feel that there was n higher and a
nobler thing in life than practical eft-
ficiency It was to know life it-
self well.” oy

In pursuance of this ideal, a small
mumber of puplls (not over eight or
ten) live with a teacher in a small
house on the estate. Corporal pun-
fshment, harsh words, and fault-find-
ing are not allowed: teachers and stu-
dents are like frienda, or like older
l.ove s the
gRreat force used to make the children
good and happy, and under the love
and guidance of Tagore and his teach-

(Contin:

Since

said
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Tagore.
R
(Continued From Page 1, Column 6.)
ers the boys are prepared for the

university in two years less time than
by the British-Indian government

schools.
The Day's Program.
The students and the teachers get
up with the morning bell at 4:30. They

| make their own beds and all come out

singing songs and chanting hymns in

|praise of the Lord of the Universe.

After bathing they put on their white
silk robes and sit down for individual

prayer and meditation. Then they
partake of a light breakfast.
School beging at 7:30. Each stu-

dent brings his individual! plece of
mat, spreads it under the trees, and
classes begin without books amid sun-
shine, odor of flowers, and the rustle
of leaves.

At 10:380, after three hours' intenaive
study, the classes disperse. They
bathe and rest, and the second meal
is served at 11:30. Boiled rice, vege-
table dishes, pure butter and milk from
the school dairy make up the meal.
The use of meat, wine and improper
language are forbidden.

At two the classes assemble again
| under the trees. The school closes at
four. The boys then take a light
'lunch and rush to the playgrounds;
| they excell in football, cricket, hockey,
and tennis, having defeated many Cal-
cutti college teams in these games.
' Games over, the boys bathe and put
on their white silk robes and spend
about 30 minutes in prayer and medi-
tation. After the evening meal
clagses in music assemble and are
often taught by Tagore himself. The
astronomical classes go out star-gaz-
ing, and the dramatic clubs rehearse
plays written by Tagore .

At night the hoys also edit their

14

“ulty

plays written by Tagore .

At night the boys also edit their
newspapers, of which there are four
in the school. They are all written
and illustrated by hand. One of the
hest papers is conducted by children
between six and ten, Tagore buys
many books on all subjects, which he
asks his pupils to read and then declde
for themselves,

One must admit that this is a busy
day's program, as in addition the
boys cook their own food and wash
their own clothes.

The system of education is planned
to develop imagination and the fac-
of obgervation, Boys are made
to observe a singie insect or a single
flower from hirth to death, and Ta-
gore publishes these interesting ob-
servations in his own magazine,

The teachers are saturated with
patriotic fervor; «huy are wide-awake
and in touch with the world move-

-ments, for Tagore is moure than an In-

dian nationalist, he is a representa-
tIve Or woria-wie namanity.

Tagore is making his second trans-
continental lecture tour in America.
He comes, as before, to raise, hy
means of lectures, money to maintain
his boys' school and to establish a
[university in connection with it, He
'has given his private funds for the
past 20 years, the royalty from his
books, and his Nobel prize for the

~ support of the schools.

Admission to the Tagore lecture in

" Houston at the City Auditorium, on

Sunday afternoon, KFebruary 13, at 3
o'clock has been made free to all

H through the courtesy of the Theosophi-

cal Society, in assuming all financial

;responsihility. and through the gener- |’

Cosity of private subscribers, who are
i aiding them in bringing the culture
rof this great man directly to the peo-
| ple.

' The faculty and students ol Rice In-
stitute are invited to attend his lec-
ture.

™ M1~ 1 1
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“In an event unprecedented in the history of
Dallas, Rabindranath Tagore, Nobel Prize
recipient in literature, poet and philosopher
from India spoke at the church in 1921. In
his long cream-colored robe and sandals, he
gave Dallas, by his presence, a glimpse of a
larger world of faith than had been
previously experienced. One thousand
people heard him at the morning and
evening services, with the newspaper
reporting over six hundred others turned
away. Years later, in the early 1990s, the
Minister of Religious Education, Rev.
Norma Veridan, along with leaders at
Thanksgiving Square would establish the
Multi-Faith Explorations and Exchange

15

program, which would provide
opportunities for participants from around
the city to visit each other’s churches and
learn about their faith and practices,
continuing to foster inter-faith
understanding and wisdom begun so many
years before.”
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Then meet and join: Jove's lightning, the precursors

O' Th' dreadful thunder-claps, more momentary
And sight-outrunning were not: the fire and cracks
Of sulphurous roaring the most mighty Neptune
Seem to besiege and make his bold waves tremble,
Yea, his dread trident shakes.

(Tempest - Shakespeare)
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